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fiORTHFJELD, 2&v. 20, 1804.
DEAR STR,

*

T^HE undervritfpn, for themfelves, and in behalf of a very

confiderable jwtion of the inhabitants 01 Ncrthfieldi wait pn you to ex-

prefs their thanks for the patriotic ani excellent SERMON, you have

this day delivered ; and to requeft a copy ior the Prefs.

We are dear Sir, with great

refpecl and efteem,

your fervants,

JOHN BARRETT,
SOLOMON VOSE,

OBADIAH DICKINSON,
EDWARD HOUGHTON,
CALEB LYMAN.

Rsv. Th ; Mason.

ANSWER.
NORTHFIELD, Dec. *, 1804.

GENTLEMEN,

i LEASE to accept, for yourfelves and thofe you reprefcnt,

mv thanks for the favorab'e opinion, jtou ha«.e manifefted, of the emuing

DISCOURSE ; which i fubrait, without apology, to your difpofal, and

the candor of the public. Yours with efteem,

THOMAS MASON.
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A

SERMON.

The energies of the human mind are waked

into action, by an almoft infinite variety of motives. Of
the abftradt intelligent fpirir, very little eiiher is, or can be

known by men. Yet, of its certain exiftence, we can en-

tertain no reafonable doubts or fufpicions. In its exercifes

we obferve fomething, which we venture to call its attri-

butes. But, ftrictly fpeaking, I conceive that, neither love,

hatred, hope, fear, joy, grief, benevolence, gratitude, nor

any of the intellectual or moral paffions are found to be con-

ftituent parts of the human mind. The foul of man is a

feparate exiftence, independent of all the affections and paf-

fions, to which it is occafionally incident. Without motives

to excite it-—without objects to call its powers into action,

the mind of man would be forever at reft, and remain in a

ftate of perpetual infancy.

That infinite variety of objects, by which the ration-

al mind is capable of being affected, has been appointed in

infinite wifdom and goodnels, as the means of its progref-

fion in the attainment of that perfection, for which it was
originally defigned. And all the paffions, when properly

regulated and controlled, are capable of contributing to this

defirable end—of aiding man in the acquifuion of his ulti-

mate perfection.

The external ordinances of religion are all defigned for

awakning the powers of the human mind, and bringing into

exercife its better, and more noble paffions, and affections.

To imprefs the loul with a principle of love to God, as a

being perfect in all his attributes ; and benevolence to man,
under all his imperfections and neceffuies, is the final. object



[ 4 ]

of all religion—the end of all human perfection. And fiich

meafures, as are beft fitted to the promotion of this ejid, are

thofe which ought to be cordially embraced, and fteadily

and uniformly purfued.

In all valuable improvements, external forms have al-

ways been found indifperifably neceiTary. To attain the em-
inence at which it afpires, the human mind, as well as the

body, muft proceed by regular fteps and gradations. Men
may as well attempt to afcend the higheft mountain, by a

fingle effort of the body, as to rife to intellectual or moral

eminence, without the intervention of external aids and af-

f3ftanc.es.

In all our purfuits, we ought always to make a clear

diftinction between the means, and the end ; the external

forms, and the thing to be acquired. As labor is not bread,

and as books are not fcience.; fo neither are the external or-

dinances of religion to be accounted religion itfelf. There
may be labor without bread, books without knowledge, and

the forms of religion, without its genuine i; fluences upon
the foul. But, notwithstanding this, as we are not to ex-

pect bread without labor, nor knowledge without reading

and meditation, fo neither can we look for true religion,

where its external forms and ordinances are not duly refpect-

t'd and regarded.

The feparation of this day, to the bufnsfs of religious

woi (hip, is defigned as a mean of awakning the foul to fenti-

ments of piety and devotion. And the method employed

isjuftified, not only by the ufage of cur anceftors, but by

the probable tendency of the thing itfelf.

In the very nature of the thing, it items highly proper,

at this feafon of the year, when the bounties of divine prov-

idence are collected for our participation, to come together,

acknowledge the fource of our enjoyments—-adore that Be-

ing, whofe benefaction they are—and by every exertion in

our power, endeavor to render ourfelves the fubjc els of his

continued beneficence.

Gratitude to God is the particular religious affection,

which the inftitution of this anniveifary is defigned to pro-

mote. We ought, therefore, as far as pofiiblf, minutely to

underhand what is embraced in this virtue of the chriftian

character.
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It is no uncommon thing for men to confound this af-

fccYion of the foul with that temper of mind, which they

experience under circumftances, and in fcenes of profperity.

Joy and gratitude are, therefore, often confidered as terms

of nearly the fame import and fignirication. But though

there is no incompatibility between the exercife of thefe af-

fections ; yet'fo diverfe are they in their natures, that the

one may, and ought to exift, where the other is wholly ex-

cluded. Gratitude to God is a principle, the reafons of

which ought always to influence the human mind ; but joy

is an affection confined wholly to icenes of pleafure, and cir-

cumftances of profperity. Their difference, therefore, can-

qot fail of being readily perceived, and clearly underftood.

For gratitude is an unchangeable principle, which ought

perpetually to influence the human mind ; while joy is Am-
ply a paffion, the exercife of which is merely incidental, de-

pending upon the particular external circumftances, in which

vye happen to be phced.

True gratitude to God does not, like mere joy, refult

from the particular pleafures, or prcfent enjoyments we feel

;

but from a rational conviction that, we are under the gov-
ernment of an all perfect Being, the meafures of whole prov-

idence are all wifely adapted to the promotion of our be ft,

and trucft intereft. Though we may be under the preffure

of extreme grief, difappointment and trouble
; yet this ought,

by no means, to interrupt, or abate the conftant exercife of

the mod ardent gratitude to God. Even under experience

of the keeneft diftreffes, it is great impiety either to forgee

the moft high, or to diftruft the goodnefs of his providence.

For we may be fure, if fcenes of difappointment and adver-

fuy do not ultimately contribute to our happinefs, it mufc
be owing to the mifimprovement, which we make of thofe

providences. JJefides the authority of his word, the perfec-

tions themfelves of God are a certain pledge that, all things

mail work together for the good of thofe, who love, rtgaui,

and obey his law.

The prime object of this day of thankfgiving is, not

to inflate us with mere tranl ports of joy ; but to awaken in

our breads a fincere, and 6perative principle of gratitude v>

ajnrghty God. And whether, in the Courle of the paft
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&alon, we have experienced a feries of profperities, or fek

the accumulated weight of heavy and fevere adverfities, we

are bound to the like exercife of pious and devout gratitude.

I would not, however, be underftood as giving credit

to the abfurd notion thar, we are to reverfe the conthtutiors

and laws of nature, by rejoicing while we are furrounded by

the proper circumftances, and inveficd by the appropriate

motives of grief. This would be a temper of mmd, both

unfit in its own nature, unfriendly in its confluences, and

jmpoffible to be reduced to practice. But the diftin&ion

already made between, both the principle, and the exercife

of joy and gratitude is a iufficient defence againft every im-
putation of this nature. All that I would infill upon is that,

gratitude is a Heady and immutable principle, which, when
duly regulated, can receive neither force nor abatement in its

exercife, by the accidental influence of either profperity or

adverfuy.

To awaken into action this fteady and divine principle,

which, without exciting motives, is liable to become dor-

mant in the human breaft, is the deCign of this day's relig-

ious devotions. We ought to be fenfible, and feelingly to

realize that, all the good, which we have enjoyed, is from

the hand of God ; and the evils, which we have fuflfcred,

are of our own procuring. But yet, fuch is the goodnefs of

the divine nature, and the beneficence of God's providence

that, even thefe evils themlelves are capable of being con-

verted into the m'mifters of human blefiednefs. Without
the fmallefr. prejudice to his other attributes, in all of which

b * is abfolutely perfect, we may fay that, God is all benev-

olence. Such, indeed, is the character, under which he is

revealed to men ; and as he is difpiayed in the order and

adminiflration of his providence.

But as all duties, whether focial or religious, are de-

signed for the benefit of man^-to procure for him the Deft

enjjyments of earth, and prepare him for the dignified glo-

ries or heaven, it becomes finable that, our p.efcnc religious

devotions mould be nmde fublervient to the due regulation

of human life. And, as the flare of man here below is

changeable and fluctuating—as profperity and adveifiry are

often found in lb clofe contact, as aimolt to contend for the
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fame place ; it becomes us to be prepared for every pofiibte

alternation that may await us.

As health, peace, and profperity are the proper feafons

to fhield ourfelres againft the evils, or fupport ourf-lves un-

der the calamities of ficknefs, war, and adverfiry 5 fo it can-

n >t be judged a thing improvident, on an occafion of thanks-

giving, to imprefs our minds with a deep fenfe of the un-

controllable vicificudes of human life, that even rhe mod un-

friendly tranfition may not fuddenly tranfport, or greatly

confound us. For this reafon I have chofen, as the fubjecl

of our religious meditations this day, thofe words of David

in his Song of thankfgiving, recorded in the xviiith Pfalm,

at the 4th verfe :

" The floods of ungodly men made me afraid.
1 '

The occafion of the PfJmift's fear, as expreiTed in the

words juft read, is a fubject of the moft ferious alarm to ev-

ery intelligent rcnV&ing man—to every one, who cherifhes

a fuitable concern for the prefent happinefs, and future well

being of the human family. Whoever does not coincide

with the fentiment of our text—whoever is not ferioufly

alarmed at the fifing influence of the characters there de-

fcribrd, mud difcover, at once, either a mind pinioned in

the hard ftavery of ignorance, or a heart overcharged with

corruption and vice. The former, being freed from all

terror by the fovereign power of ignorance, are eafily per-

ftnded to become the inftruments ofpromoting the ungodly 3

while the latter, being interefted in the growing authority of

unngfteoulnefs, can have no terrors, either to trouble or

alarm them.

Whether or not we are menaced by the like terrors,

it is not my defign, at prefent, to enquire ; but only to make
room for a due improvement, from the experience and ca-

lamities of others. Admitting, however, that this is not our

prefent, yet it may be our future cafe. And no precautions

can be too great, to enable us, with firmnefs and compof-
ure, to meet the calamities we may be called to fuftain.

To enable us to make a proper ufe of this fentiment of

the royal Plalmift, I (hall attend to the three following par-

ticulars :

First—I (hall give a defcription of the character of

thofe men, who are the occafion of this terror.



Secondly—I (hall particularize fjme cf the calamities'

which are likely to rdult front the undue influence of ungod-
ly men.

And, thirdly, point out the behaviour proper for si

good man, in view of fuch dangers and diftrefles.

First, then j I am to give a defcriprion of the char-

acter of thole men, who are the cccafion of this terror.

The peculiar characteriftic, which the Pfalmift has

given us of thefe men, is that they are ungodly. The thing

implied in this epithet will prefent us with a correct idea of

that character, which was the occafion of this folicitude.

By confuking the purport of the word ungodlyj as ap-

plied by the Pfalmift, we fhall find it. perhaps, univerfaily

employed, as fynonymous with the word irreligious. Ic

was, therefore, the abounding, and influence of men of ir-

reiigion and impiety, which occafioned rhofe painful and dif-

treffing apprehenfionsj which are fuggefted in our text.

Men of this character—thofe, who neither fear God,
nor regard his law, are, under all circumftances, a detriment

to fociety. And the danger of their influence is always in

proportion to their ability, and the motives and means pre-

sented them, for doing injury to their fellow-men. Irrelig-

ious men may have the ability, without either the motives

or the means for the exercife of injultice and oppreflion.

—

Added to this, they may have both ability and motives,

while the means of annoyance are not placed within their

power. In both thefe cafes, though they are, in fact, harm-
Ids and inoffenfive ; yet, in nacure, they are extremely poif-

onous and deteFiable creatures. But when to the ability is

added both the motives and the means of fraud and violence

—when the lufl of a wicked domination is encouraged by

prevailing ignorance, and a growing corruption of manners,

then we are to look for thofe fearful times and awful calami-

ties, which Qccafipned the extreme folicitude and terror of

the PJalmift. Indeed, that ambition, which difcovers itfelf

by an excefTive craving after power, is one of the mod ftrik-

ing characteriftics by which the men defcribed in our text

are to be diftinguifhed.

In all ages and nations the great body of the people

have been far removed from the allurements of ambition
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and perfonal promotion ; and it cannot reafonbly be fuppof-

c'd that, they have ever knowingly volunteered, in aiding

the meafures of their own defbuction. Where they have

been milled, and have thus been made the instruments of

their own ruin, they have always been indebted, for their

delufion, to the artifices and fraud of the characters deicrib-

ed in our text. The fubtile machinations of ungodly and

irreligious men have always been the occafion of thofe pub-

lic and awful calamities, in which nations have been too

often and fatally involved.

The author of our text had the molt painful experi-

ence of the evils, refuiting from the influence of men of this

defcription. To what particular fcene of diftrefshe alludes,

in the words under view, is not material for us (o enquire.

Several incidents of his reign are Sufficient to juftify the ter-

rors, exprefTed in the words of our text. But, of all thofe

that happened, there is no one fo remarkable and confpicu-

ous, as the rebellion of his fon Abfalom;

In the reign of David, the people of Ifrael were, per-

haps, in the enjoyment of as many, and as great privileges,

as their national character and circumftances could poflibly

admit. But this was no Security againft the artifices and in-

trigues of unprincipled and irreligious men ; reftlefs and af-

piring after distinctions, to which neither their merits, nor

fervices had ever given them the moft diftant pretenfions.

The meafure, employed by this afpiring demagogue
to accompliQi the wicked purpofe of his heart, was fuch as

has been copied, in all fucceeding generations, by the tur-

bulent minions of a molt corrupt, and depraved ambition.

To alarm the people with falfe terrors, and encourage them
by deceitful and empty promifes was the firft meafure of this

arch factionifl, to cheat them into wretchednefs and ruin.

—

To wrefl the fceptre from him, who had been the inftru-

ment of his exiftence, and by whofe partial favor he had
been exalted to high eminence and honor, he defcended to

all the mean, and grovling artifices of indifcriminate flattery

and adulation. With the moft ftudied and malicious falfe-

hood, he inveighs againft the prudent meafures, and wife

maxims of his reverend father ; and invites their confidence

B



in himfelf, as a perfon combining that rare afTemblage of
viitues, whofe private inrereft and ambition confifted folely

in his anxious folicitude, for the profperity and happinefs of

the people. As it is related by the facred hiftorian, c< he

rofe up early, and flood befide the way of the gate—lament-

ing that no one was deputed of the king to fit in judgment,
to hear, and avenge the caufe of the oppreflfed. O, lays he,

that I were made judge in the land ; that every man, who
had a fust or a caufe, might come unto me, and I would do
them judice. And it was fo that, when any man came nigh

to him, to do him obeifance, he put forth his hand, and
touk him, and killed him. And on this manner did Abfa-
IBrjF) to all Ifrael, that came to the king for judgment. So
Abialom ftole the hearts of the men of Ifrael."

These meafures he purfued, with the moll: unremitting

affiduity, for the full fpace of forty years, before his bafe and
nefarious puipofes were fully ripened for execution. Thus,
by promifes hollow as the dreary echos of darknefs, and

fallacious as the falling tears of the crocodile, he became the

idol of the people.

The 'ft-quel of Abfalom's patriotifm is too well known
to need any particular rehearfal. It is, however, worthy of

obfervation that, when he had aflumed the royal veftments,

bis tender and extreme concern for the happinefs of the peo-

ple, yielded to the more excehave folicitude to ftabilitate and

confirm his umrped dominion. Like all his followers, in

the annals of popular faction, he mod decidedly teftified thaf,

like the lion, he crouched only to leap, and deflroy. His
dove-like ttndernefs fuddenly difappeared, and the tiger,

with all his rapacity, was at once difcovered. His traitor-

ous loul was, at Mill, well pleafed with the ccuniel of A-
hithophel, ro fmite the king only ; and referve all the faith-

ful of Ifrael, as his dependent and degraded vaffais. But,

upon more mature deliberation, his thirfr. of butchery and

blood was better fatisfied with the counfel of Hufhai, to fall

upon them, till, of all the men, there fhould not be fo much
as one left. In every flep of his confpiracy, we fee, in Ab-
falom, cleatly delineated the character defcribed in our text.

And, in the delufions into which the people of Ifrael were

infatuated by him, we may difcover that (rate of fociety,

which occasioned the fears and terrors of the Pfalmift,



C H I

Distinct from all other confiderations, this pretended,

exclufive concern for the public intereft and welfare is a char-

acter iftic extremely unaccountable and fufpicious. But when

to this is added an evident defection of moral principle, and

difregard of the divine authority, to every intelligent and

confiderate mind the inference is irrefiftibly conclufive. It

is to the laft degree diftreffing to remark the facility with

which the great body of the people have been fo often de-

luded by unprincipled and treacherous men. Honed: and

uniufpecling themfelves, chey have been led to imagine that

zeal, io flaming, cannot be falfe ; and thai promifes, fo fpl-

emn, cannot be infincere. Thus deluded, they have caiied

for more delufion—chanted, encore, to the fvren iong of their

betrayers ; till, as in the cafe of Abfalom, the revolutionary

yell has waked them from their lethargy, and brought their

wretchednels in full profpect before them. With accidental

variations, anfwering to the occafionai distinctions in fociety,

thefe are the meafures, employed by the panders of a de-

generate and corrupt ambition, to hurry mankind into fcenes

of wretchednefs, and fatten on the fpoils of their destruction.

Secondly— I (hall particularize fome of the calami-

ties, which are likely to refuk from the undue influence of

ungodly men.
The firft evil, which fociety generally feels from the

rifing influence of irreligious men, is a dereliction of moral
principle, and a confequent degeneracy of public character.

Impious and unprincipled men are, generally, too well ac-

quainted with the fprings of human action to venture, at

once, upon fuch daring innovations, as would flagrantly con-

tradict thofe falfe promifes, on which the popular fiver has

been erected. As all power is derived from the people, they

muft be preferved under the influence of^delufion, til), by
their own corruption, they are duly prepared for flavei y, or

the fhackles of tyranny are fait riveted to their hands. While
the moral principles have their due influence, men will be

confeientioufly restrained from affording fupport and patron-

age to men of this character, in the open avowal of their

final purpofes. And, as thefe cannot be ultimately fecreted,

the public mind muft be gradually prepared to reiifrY, ani

approve them. In order, therefore, to loofcn them from
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all thofe religious reftraints, by which the execution of their

wicked purpofes might be any way embarrafled, they are

always indubious, in diffeminating loofe and demoralizing

fenciments. The people are often taught to believe that,

religion is a political fcare-crow—-that, its minifters are the

mercenary tools of a pretended nobility—and that, the fev-

eral institutions of fociety are all calculated to abridge them
of their invaluable rights, and fink them into the loweft ftate

of degradation and wretchednefs. The fuccels of thele meas-

ures undermines the pillars—faps the foundation of fociety

—and introduces an alarming degeneracy of public charac-

ter. "

In proportion as unprincipled men gain authority, ir-

religion and impiety will prevail. And ignorance, indeco-

rum, and barbarity naturally follow, in the train of irrelig-

ion. By neglecting the inftitutions of the gofpel, and con-

fequently difregarding the authority of its doctrines, men
naturally acquire a kind of rough, unfeeling, jealous, and
favage fpirit. This obfervation is ftrongly corroborated,

both by the (late of thofe nations, where chriftianity is nor.

patronized ; and, in chriftian lands, by the private charac-

ters of thole particular individuals, who difevow the author-

ity of the gofpel. When, therefore, by the influence anc]

intrigues of ungodly men, the public mind has become in-

fenfibly detached from the inftitutions and authority of the

gofpel, no firm foundation, either for the fupport of public

faith, private friendfhip, or focial enjoyment, can be any

where difcovered.

Christian nations, who have neglected their allegi-

ance to their Saviour, are not in die ftate of others, who
have never known the gofpel. The fuperftition, with which,

their minds are (hackled, may ferve to render their barbar-

ian lefs intolerable. But a national rejection of the gofpel

has always proved a rejection of all religion. No fubftitute

has ever fupplied its place. And, under thefe circumftan-

ces, the condition of fociety is a ftate of barbarifm, without

any of thofe alleviations, which heathen fuperftition affords.

A further, but natural conlequence of the influence

and authority of ungodly men, is the deftruction of thofe

gradations in fociety, by which wifdom and virtue are difi
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ttnguiflied from folly and vice. This (late of fociety, and

rhe calamities attending ic, the prophet Ifaiah has well de-

fcribed.—" The mighty mart," fays he, " and the man of

war, the judge and the prophet, the prudenc and the an-

cient, the honorable man and the counfellcr, (hall be taker*

away—child* en (hall be their princes, and babes (hall rule

over them. The people mall be oppreffed every one by

smother, and every one by his neighbor ; the child lhall be-

have himfelf proudly aga«nft the ancient, and the bafe a-

gainfl the honorable." In fpite of all the clamors for equal-

ity, in every nation, whether barbarous or civilized, a no-

bility will exift. And where " nature's nobility," which

confifts in talents, learning, and integrity, is deftroyed ; and

the public confidence is repoled in men reftlefs, intriguing

and treacherous, the rights of the people will foon be jeop-

ardized, and folly and madnefs become the currency of the

times.

The experience of nations will affure us that, the "in-

fluence of irreligious and ungodly men has rnoft prevailed

under thofe governments, where there has been the moft

free and equal participation of all the privileges and rights of

man. Under thefe circunn fiances, the characters, ab^ve

defcribed, enjoy the means of exercifing, with impunity,

thofe wicked and deflruftive artifices, by which their deteft-

able purpofcs may be finally accomplished. But, under a

government fevere and ipexorable, jealous of its own pre-

rogatives, and vigiilant in detecting thofe, who would in-

cumber its motions, all fchemes of innovation are rendered

fruftrate and abortive. Enjoying, therefore, as we do, a

conftitution of government equally propitious to humanity,

and favorable to the pernicious artifices of irreligious and un-

godly men, we are doubly interefted in guarding, with a

watchful eye, againfl the lmaliefl innovation of thofe meas-

ures, which have fecured to us fuch unexampled profperity

and happinefs.

Another reafon, why the moil lenient and equitable

governments are moft expofed to the ravages of corrupt am-
bition, is becaufc the fuii enjoyment of individual rights cre-

ates the mod fudden difparity in the circumflances and con-

ditions of men. This feidom fails of exciting the envy and
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refencment of the intemperate of all clafles—men of con-

futed fortunes, and defperate characters ; and, eventually,

of forming a junction with men of more happy aufpices, and

daring ambition-—who are ready to become the leaders of

the indolent, and intemperate, and the deluders of the ignorant

and unfufpecting. And thus, it has generally happened that,

the mod lenient and equitable governments have been crush-

ed by the wild, and ungoverned lufts of irreligious and un-
godly men.

Again—What muft be the (late of a nation, when the

influence of irreligious and ungodly men has rifen to fuch an

eminence, as to deftroy the authority and obligation of an

oath ? When the divine authority is effaced from the human
mind, the energies of human government muft be feeble and

ineffectual. And the fpectacle of a people, where the wild

lufts and paftions of corrupt nature are let loole to their fev-

erai purfuits, unreflrained by all laws human and divine, muft

be truly alarming and terrible.

Distinci from the judgments of heaven, which every

ferious and thoughtful man muft contemplate, as the^ertain

confequence of fuch corruption and degeneracy, we have ev-

ery reafon to believe that, fuch a ftate of fociecy muft nour-

ifh the feeds of us own deftruction. The uniform experi-

ence of ages, as well as the reafonablenefs of the thing ltfeif,

confirms this perfuafion, beyond the power of contradiction

or doubt.

These are fome of the evils, which are likely to befall

a nation, deluded into the meafures of its own deftruction,

by the influence and authority of irreligious and ungodly

men. And hi rely, they are fuch as fully to juftify all the

cpprehenfiors and terrors, expretTed by the Pfalmift, in the

words of our text.

I now ptfs, thirdly, to point out the behavior proper

for a good man, in view of fuch dangers and diltreffes.

Perhaps the flourifhing, united, and happy ftate of our

country may be urged by fome, as a fufficient reafon for o-

mitting all enquiries and difcuffions of this nature. But it

may well be infmed upon, that thcfe very confiJerations are

an ample apology for enquiring into the caufes, in order to

guard (igaiivft the roeafures of public degeneracy and
#
corrup-
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tion. When the impofitions, artifices, and intrigues of ir-

religious and ungodly men are known, only as related in the

liftories of ancient times, and far diftant nations—when no
competitions exiit, but to emulate each other in virtue and

goodnefs—when unprincipled and licentious demagogues are

known, only by their obfcurity, and the public contempt

with which they are regarded—when, as a nation, we are en-

tirely exempted from the evils of any political intolerance—

»

when, among all clafTes of the people, but efpecially among
the higheft officers of the nation, there is discovered an ar-

dent zeal, for the promotion of pure and undefiled religion—

when the fabbath itfelf, and all the ordinances of piety are re-

garded with a confcientious and fcrupulous punctuality

—

when the nfmg generation is taught, by the laudable example
of their parents, to refpecl, and constantly to attend the infti-

tutions and inftrudtions of the gofpel—when the prime qual-

ifications, for the appointment to high and important offices,

are honefty and ability—when, in the higheft, and molt con-

fpicuous departments of government, the manners, fenti-

ments, and morals of the people are thus guarded, by the

example, the influence, and the authority of m^n of preemi-

nent godlinefs—under thefe peculiarly happy and aufpicious

circumftances, I fay, we are apt to fall into a dangerous Se-

curity, and to feel luch an immovable {lability as no adverfe

occurrences can endanger. Admitting this' to be our pres-

ent condition, it is a proper fealbn to awaken our minds to a

due fenfe of the evils, which muft attend the reverfion of our

circumftances. As thofe, who confider this to be a true

ftatement of our affairs, will not be likely to make any per-

fonal application of the meafures and characteriftics of cor-

ruption and degeneracy ; and, as every intelligent and tho't-

ful man, who imagines any prelent terrors from the domi-
nation of the irreligious and ungodly, will juftify a perfever-

ing folicitude, for the reftoration of the fober maxims of

truth and righteoufnefs ; fo, being diverted of prejudice, all

will be duly prepared for a right improvement of thofe re-

flections, which have now been made, from the fuggeftion

of the Pfalmift in our text.

The duty of a good man, under thofe troublefome and dangerous
times fuggefted in our text, is plain and certain. And no doubts can ex-

ift, with refpeft to the leading charaderiftics of his behavior, unlefs he is
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imder tlje influence of a cringing policy, by which he hopes to frcurc rh*

favor of the impious and ungodly. Bur, in regard to the particular* of his

demeanor, he will find room for the exercife of much prudence, difcretion,

and wiidom. Sometimes we mult treat a fool according, and fometimes
not according to his foliy. To the harrnlefsnefs ct the dove muft he added
the wifdom of the ferpent. But, in all cafes, there muft be a ftricl and

confeientious adherence to principle ; and a firm reliance upon the final

confequences oi the policy of trtfth and rightcoufnefs. Though the ene-

mies of virtue may fburifh, and profper tor a feafon
;
yet the triumph ot

the wicked mall be fhort. Though an in'uriared people may boalt the

inelTages.of their chief, as being the voice of a God
;
yet the veil of d

htCioo (hall fo'o'n be rent ; and the worm that corrodes his vitals (ha'.l fud-

denly be discovered. " The Lord of holls will fend among thtir far ones'

leannefs ; and under their glory will he kindle a burning, like the burn-,

ins of a fire."

With regafd to the mlnifters of the gofpel,from the Nation in which
they are placed, and the fpecial command oi Gvd, they are ur.der pecul-

iar obligation to a rpan'y, firm, and independent d'ecihon, both of cbarac-

r:r and conduct. They are fet as the ce^iors of the people ; and, ii they

are n -t above the reproaches and menaccsof unprincipled and corrupt men,
shey are unworthy the character which they are called to fuftain. A-
gaintl unfzithfulnefs in his minifters, God has appointed penalties para-

mount to ail the evils, which irreligious and ungodly men can devife.

And, though the floods of ungodly men may make them afraid, yet the

fear of him. who has referved the full vials of his indignation to another

fiate* of exigence, mould induce them to forego every evif, which the

malice both of men and devils czn inflict.

Tins is the duty, not only of the minifters of the gofpel, but of all

good men, in the feveral ranks and gradations of life. And thofe, who
fhrink from the conteft, in cangeroos and diftredlng times, will find much
work for penitence, when a right fenfe of duty has regained its full do-

minion over their foute.

If, which God forbid ! the times defcribed in our text fliould ever

be witnciTed in this, our beloved, aud hitherto happy country, every real-

ly good man would fuflain with fortitude, and even glory in the buffet-

ings of Satan, and all his impious fatcllites.

Let us, therefore, enjoy the good things which Providence prefenrs,

not with the vain preemption that, the thing which is, or has been, (hall

always necefiarily be ; but with the firm perfuafion that, God has reftcd

our happinefs as a nation, upoa our national virtue and patriotifm. Un-
der this conviction mzy we live • and, to the lateft pcfteritv, may the.

fckflyvg oHieaven be our portion, and oar joy.
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